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U.S. Begins Proceedings to Deport an
Ex-N, |
.

KENDALL J. WILLS

The Immigration and Naturalization
Service has started proceedings that
could lead to the deportation of a for-
mer Ni rebel leader who has
been critical of Reagan Administration
policies, an immigration official said

The of¥lcial, Perry A. Rivkind, the
1.N.S. district director in Miami, said
he had reviewed the file of Edgar Cha-
morro, a former director of the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force, the major
guerrilla group fighting the Sandinista
Government, after reading an article
written by Mr. Chamorro last week
that was critical of United States ac-
tivities in Nicaragua. '

Mr. Rivkind denied that there was
any connection between the exclusion-
ary order issued to Mr. Chamorro and
the critical statements made by him.

The exclusionary order says that Mr.
Chamorro is in this country illegally
and that he must appear before an im-
migration judge to state why he should
not be deported. Mr. Rivkind said the
State Department had rejected Mr.
Chamorro’s application for political
asylum, made in February 1980.
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Mr. Chamorro was forced out of the
rebel up in November 1984 alter ac-
cusafions gﬁﬁf e had disclosed infor-

ihation aboul secret manuals that w ere
reportedly financed 5% the Central In-
elligence Agency an at were dis-
tg__rT uted amon; errillas.

“Once I stop% working for the
F.D.N., they stopped my privileges,”
Mr. Chamorro said in a telephone in-
terview from his home in Key Bis-
cayne, Fla., where he has lived with his
family since 1979. “Is this justa coinci-
dence? My legal status had never been
questioned while I was working with
them. 1 question why this is happening
right after I lobbied before Congress
and wrote articles.”

Mr. Chamorro said the C.L.A. had

rovi m with an erican visa
anda valid Nicara; Tt to aid
his _travels wxiie _l"ge was wo% r?t_ﬁ
the rebel group against the sta

ent.

He said he made a dozen trips a year
between the United States and cities in
Central America between February
1983, when he was recruited to join the
rebels, and November 1984. The visa,
he said, was issued from the United

icaragua Rebel L344,3r -
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States Embassy in Tegucigalpa, Hon-
duras, in December 1983 and was valid
through 1987.

‘Not in His Files’

“That was not in his files, I know
a(‘)thing ab(:iu:hit," Mr. Rivkind said of

e visa and the Nicaraguan passport.
Mr. Rivkind said new informationp;ro-
vided by Mr. Chamorro’s lawyer had
been passed on to the State Department
for review. ‘

Mr. Chamorro may be able to bypass .
a deportation hearing if a sponsorship |
application made by his sister, whoisa:
United States citizen, is processed
within 60 days, Mr. Rivkind said.

An Ed e article, in which ;.
Chamorro wrote that Reagan Adminis-
tration %iicies in Nicara% had failed

an 1A, 0 blame
fhe rebels Tor Ni har-
bors, aj in the June 24 issue of |

e New YO 1mes.

Mr. Rivkind said he opened Mr. Cha-
morro’s files after reading the article
and discovered that the State Depart-
ment had denied his aoolication for
asylum in December. He then issued
the exclusion order.

«Everyone wants to draw the conclu-
sion that this was done for political rea-
sons,” Mr. Rivkind said. “That would
be a violation of law.”

He said he had not previously acted
on the case because of a backlog of im-
migration cases and «partly because of
\bureaucratic error.”
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